When will Girl Scouts be treated as an equal
partner in scouting activities of Hwéng Dao
Viét Nam in the U.S.?

At the latest Junior Leader's Training Camp, the
kids were asked to write down a question they
would like to ask the leaders on a piece of
paper. One of the questions asked was, "Why do
you favor boys over girls?" | took that question to
heart and it sparked me to write this article even
though | know | am subjecting myself to public
criticism.

Boy Scout-centric programming and male
favoritism are issues | have noticed since | joined
the Scouts almost 3 years ago. More girls have
become aware of this issue, and | refuse to allow
my daughter and all Vietnamese Girl Scouts to be
subjected to such inequality. It is our responsibility
to not allow our impressionable children—girls
and boys—to grow up thinking this is acceptable.

To be fair, | don't think all male leaders
intentionally favor the boys and the Boy Scout
method. | just don't think the issue has ever been
brought to their attention because it is common in
our culture for women to keep quiet and not
cause a stir. However, as a Girl Scout leader, it is
my duty, as well as every scout leader, to speak
up and be the voice of these girls and to always
fight for them.

I am lucky to belong in a Lien Doan that has a
strong Girl Scout program. The female leaders
are strong, independent, and have a "can-do"
attitude. The common phrase | hear from them is,
"We can do it ourselves,” and that fills me with
pride. Our male leaders are mostly young,
progressive, and Americanized so they respect
the identity of the Girl Scout program. They are
always willing to help us find ways to supplement
and strengthen our program. To them, helping to
strengthen our program is like helping their wife,
sister, niece, or daughter be stronger.

The first time | withessed male favoritism was at
my first regional camp. | remembered hurrying my
kids along to the opening flag ceremony and, as
all the Lien Doan lined up, one arrived with all
their Au girls and boys dressed in the Cub’s
uniform. Even though | was very new at this point,
| knew it was not at all fair that the girls were
instructed to wear the cub uniform when they are
not cubs. These girls appeared awkward and
uncomfortable as they noticed the Brownies who
were proudly wearing their brown skorts

Page 1 of 5

Khi nao cac niv hwong dao sé dwoc doi xwr
binh dang trong cac sinh hoat cia Hwéng Dao
Viét Nam & Hoa Ky?

Trong ky trai Boi Trwdng/Déi Pho vira qua, cac
em dwoc viét mot cau mubn héi cac Trwdng trén
to gidy. Mot trong cac cau hdi 1a "Tai sao cac
Trwdng thwong thién vi cac em nam?" Toéi, nguwoi
trwdng ni¥ trong Lién Doan, bang hoang truwéc
cau hdi d6 va né da thic day t6i viét 1én bai nay;
tuy biét réng, téi s& nhan nhiéu I&i phé phan hay
chi trich.

Chuwong trinh sinh hoat Hwéng Bao (HD) cha
trong nhiéu va thién vi phai nam da lam téi nhan
xét dwoc khi téi bat dau gia nhap 3 nam trudec.
Cac em ni¥ cling da nhan thirc dwoc viéc nay, va
t6i khong thé dé& con gai minh ciing nhw cac em
nir hwdng dao gdc Viét khac phai chiu sw bat
binh d&ng nhw thé. D6 14 trach nhiém cla chung
ta khong dé cac em nhéd — nir hay nam — dé bi
anh hwéng, 1&n 1én voi tw twdng “trong nam khinh
n@” 1a diéu dwong nhién phai chap nhan.

Cong bang ma noi, téi khdng nghi réng tat ca cac
trwdng nam déu cb tinh thién vi cac em nam. Téi
nght chi vi van dé nay chua dwoc néura va déy
twong tan, dé cling la vi trong phong tuc cua ta,
ngwoi nir thwdng gilr im Iang va phuc tung. Tuy
nhién, 1a mot trwéng nir HD, bdn phan ctia mbi
mot nguwdi chung ta 1a phai dam 1én tiéng phan
ddi va luén 13 tiéng ndi bénh ve, bao vé cho cac
em nib.

T6i rat may méan dwoc sinh hoat & mét Lién Doan
c6 mdt chwong trinh sinh hoat cho HD ni rat ch&t
ché. Cac trwdng ni¥ tréng coi doan thi manh dan,
tw tin, dang la “n kiét anh hao”. Cai cau t6i
thuwdng nghe cac trwdng ap dung va mang cho téi
niém tw hao Ia “chi em gai chung minh lam
dwoc”. Cac trwdng nam cla Lién Poan ciing rat
c&i m&i, 6n hoa, tén trong, va tham chi rat mén
sac thai dac biét clia chwong trinh sinh hoat niy
HD. Ho khéng cau né va lubn mé rong vong tay
dé gitp bd sung hodc lam hay hon chwong trinh
sinh hoat cho cac em. Déi v&i ho, giup d& cac
trwdng nir cling nhw la giup d& ngwoi vo, em gai,
chau gai, hodc con gai ciia minh thang tién hon.

Ky trai mién 1a Ian dau tién téi “dwoc” chirng kién
canh thién vi cac em nam. Luc 4y t6i chi la mot
phu huynh va dang héi ha dét cac con dén budi
chao c& khai mac. To6i nhin xem tirng lién doan
mot di dén va xép hang. Mét chot tron xoe khi
thdy cac em nam va ni cia mét lién doan cung
mac dong phuc Au doan ciia Hoi Nam HD. Tuy
luc Ay tdi con “maéi toanh” ddi véi HD, nhung toi



and sashes. If anything, the girls could be given a
choice rather than be forced to adhere to a
uniform that is believed to be superior. These
leaders fail to understand that even as young
girls, they need their own identity. Ouffitting them
with a uniform that is intended for boys is one way
of telling them that the Boy Scout is the standard
for everyone, that the uniform intended for girls is
not good enough and, in turn, that the identity and
expressions of the Girl Scouts are inferior.
Thankfully, the next time | saw these girls at
camp, they were dressed in their Girl Scouts
uniform.

The second time | was extremely offended was
before TT10 when the Thieu sub-camp
announced there would be a merit day for all Boy
Scouts on Wednesday. | immediately asked in a
public forum about the plan for the girls. | wanted
to know what the plan was for the 118 Cadette
Girl Scouts who registered and paid the same
camp fee as the boys, but no one bothered to
respond to me. Merit Day proceeded as planned
at TT10 for the Boy Scouts while the girls were
left to wander on their own. They were outcasts of
their own program. | wondered what went through
their minds as they watched from afar while their
male counterparts participated in mini-sessions
with most of the leaders tending to them. |
wondered if they were excited to receive their
sub-camp badge, which features no
representation of them.

Of the 255 total Girl Scouts registered at TT10, |
wondered if they were ever included as part of the
camp registrants or just considered Boy Scout
camp visitors. Granted, most of the TT10
committee heads were male and | am thankful for
their contribution, but | wondered if the female
leaders who helped run these programs and
greased the process behind-the-scenes were
acknowledged and appreciated for their
significant contributions?

In addition, badge trading is another case in point
of Boy Scout-centric culture in Hwéng Dao Viét
Nam. Any Girl Scout badges or custom-made
troop ones with Girl Scout logos were cast aside.
Apparently these badges are not worthy to trade.
The message to the girls is your organization's
badges are not worthy for me to trade my
valuable Boy Scout badges with. One leader
recounted to me that an older leader was trading
badges with the boys when her girls came and
asked him to trade. He told them Girl Scouts don't
trade badges, ignored them, and continued
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da thay duwoc sw bat cdng cho cac em ni vi cac
em da dwoc chi thi phai mac dong phuc cia nam,
tuy cac em rd rang khong phai phai nam. That la
t6i nghiép khi thay cac em nir khéng thoadi mai,
ngwong ngap khi chinh cac em nhin thy cac
ban, cung Itra tudi, & cac lién doan khac dang
hanh dién trong nhirng quan vay ngan v&i khan
that lwng mau nau dep ctia ho. Céac trwdng do da
tho o, khéng hiéu rang cho di cac em con nhd,
cac em ciing can c6 ban sac riéng cho minh. Bao
cac em ni¥ méc déng phuc danh riéng cho phai
nam thi cling nhw tuyén bd véi cac em rang “Hoi
Nam HD Ia tiéu chuan cho tat cd moi ngui, déng
phuc n® HD clia em khéng dang mac va chwong
trinh clia cac em lai cang khéng dang dé y toi.”
Rat may, téi da gap lai cac em trong ky trai sau
do, dang ung dung, vui vé véi déng phuc nir HD
clia minh.

Lan tht hai t6i cdm thay kho chiu khi biét trong
chwong trinh dw thao cla tiéu trai Thiéu & TT10
sé c6 mot ngay lam chuyén hiéu cho cac em
Thiéu nam vao hém thir tw cla trai hop ban. Téi
lap trc hdi thém tin tlrc trén mot dién dan vé
chwong trinh cho cac em Thiéu niv. Téi thac méc
mudn biét da c6 nhirng hoach dinh xép d&t hay
chuan bi gi danh riéng cho 118 em Thiéu ni¥; cac
em da dang ky ghi danh va déng trai phi gibng
nhw cac ban Thiéu nam. Ngay lam chuyén hiéu
da dworc tién hanh theo chuwong trinh tai trai TT10
cho cac em Thiéu nam, trong khi cac em Thiéu
nl di lang thang trong trai ngay hém dé. Cac em
Thiéu ni¥ d6 da bi cac trudng bé quén trong chinh
tiéu trai cia minh. Cac em da nghi gi khi tir xa
thay cac ban nam duwoc dy cac 16p hoc véi sy
hwéng dan tan tinh clia cac trwdng? Ty héi cac
em ¢4 vui khi nhan dwoc huy hiéu tiéu trai Thiéu
nhwng chéng c6 chut gi d&c thu tiéu biéu cua
Thiéu ni ca!

Trong téng s6 255 cac em ni¥ tham gia trai hop
ban TT10, t6i tw héi cac em Ay c6é dwoc xem nhuw
la phan t& cta trai hay chi la khach cua trai? Hau
hét nhivng ngwdi dirng dau cac ban TT10 14 cac
trwdng nam va toéi rat cdm kich cac trudng,
nhwng khi cac trwdng dwgc nhan béng khen va
I&i cam on; thi khong biét nhirng trudng niv da
gilp bd sung chwong trinh hay da giup phia sau
hau trwdng cd dwgc cdm nhan va dwoc ghi on
khéng?

Su kién khac, trao ddi huy hiéu la mét tredng hop
thién vij th&r ba trong sinh hoat HD Viét Nam &
Hoa ky. Cho du la huy hiéu chinh thrc ctia Hoi
NG HD hay la huy hiéu ttvng don vi tw thiee hién
v&i hinh HD nir déu bi gat sang mét bén. Nhirng
huy hiéu nay da bj cac trwdng cho rang khéng



to trade badges with the boys. You will be
surprised at how often girls are treated like this in
Hwéng Pao Viét Nam. They not only experience
this with an unknown leader, but also with leaders
from their own troop. Even some female leaders
scoff at being a Girl Scout leader and join Boy
Scouts instead. The resounding message our
girls keep receiving is "boys are better". How has
this message been ignored for so long? What
happened to boasting Scouts as a family where
we are all brothers and sisters? | shudder to think
anyone would be treating their siblings like this in
2015. The time is now to change the message
that our girls continue to receive.

Admittedly the national GSUSA program has
holes and a lot of improvements need to be
made. But neither Rome nor the BSA was built in
a day. That's why we are a part of Hwéng Bao
Viét Nam —to seek assistance in building a solid
foundation and make the girls even stronger. One
great thing about Hwéng Dao Viét Nam is that we
pride ourselves in teaching our girls the same
lessons as boys. Girls learned the patrol method
from a very young age. They camp outside under
the same conditions and the same methods just
like the boys do. They learn the same skills and
sometimes even surpass the boys in these skills
through the big games. These girls live by the
same scout aims and scout laws as the boys. The
only difference is that they work on Girl Scout
badges instead of Boy Scout ones. Being

female somehow made them inferior and not
worthy in the Hwéng Dao Viét Nam movement.

Here are some other notable injustutice for the
girls: Why is a Girl Scout unit never get an
opportunity to build a camp gate even though they
possess the same amount of training on knots as
the boys? Why is Gold/Silver Award ceremonies
are scarce but Eagle Award cermnonies are
always with a lot more effort?

In a program that is considered family, why do
girls have to prove themselves to gain respect? If
Boy Scouts is THE scout way, then why have two
separate programs? Why even have Girl Scouts
be part of the Lién Doan?

| have discussed this matter with several
Assistant LDTs for the girls from several Lién
Doan before writing this article. Their experiences
all resonate with, “Yes, we experienced so much
of this favoritism, especially in our own troop." It's
time for the female leaders to speak up and fight
for the girls you are leading and to change the
attitudes of their male counterparts to treat them
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quy gia dé trao dbi. Trong hanh déng 4y, cac em
nir da suy rang huy hiéu cta té chirc Hoi N&r HD
cac em khoéng xng dang cho trudng trao dbi cai
huy hiéu cta H6i Nam HD gia tri nay. M6t triedng
HD nir da thuat lai chuyén & trai TT10 nhw sau:
c6 mot trwdng da Ion tudi dang vui vé trao ddi huy
hiéu v&i cac em nam, cac em niy thay vay voi
chay dén cung xin trao ddi, thi trwdng béo cac em
"N HD dau c6 ddi huy hiéu!" Tiép do, truéng
quay lwng tiép tuc trd chuyén, trao déi véi cac em
trai. Budn thay nhirng su viéc dé xay ra thuong
cho cac em nir trong Hwéng Dao Viét Nam, mac
du dang sinh hoat & Hoa ky. Céac em gai khdng
chi bi d6i x&» bat cong nhw thé véi mét trudng
khéng quen, ma con véi cac trudng gan gii trong
Lién Poan cGia minh. Ngay ca mét sb truéng ni,
cho dul ¢é con gai va lién doan can trwdng cho
H6i nlr HD, ho quay mat dé l1am trdng cho Hoi
nam HD “cé oai” hon! Nhirng diéu dé nhw thé noi
"nam HD tét hon va quy trong hon niy HD." T6i
khéng biét noi sao khi ching ta & ndm 2015, luc
nao chung ta cling hanh dién néi Heéng Dao la
gia dinh va chung ta 1a anh chi em, ma sy bét
cobng d6 van xdy ra. Hai rang cac em niv lam sao
trwdng thanh, manh dan va ty tin khi cai thoi
phong kién kia van tiép dién.

To6i thtra nhan réng chuwong trinh cla H6i N&r HD
Hoa ky c6 nhiéu khoang trong va can cé thay déi,
bd tic. Tuy nhién, khéng thanh Iy nao dwoc xay
xong trong mot ngay va khong phai H6i Nam HD
Hoa ky ciing khéng cé nhwoc diém. Day ciing la
mét ly do chanh tai sao phu huynh dwa con em
vao sinh hoat Hwéng Dao Viét Nam & Hoa ky —
nh¢ sw tro gilp cda phong trao trong viéc xay
dwng mét nén tang chwong trinh nik virng chac
va manh mé hon. Cai tuyét cia Hwéng Dao Viét
Nam la chung ta huén luyén cac em niy voi
nhirng k§ nang twong tw cac em nam. Cac em
cling dwoc hoc dwgc phwong phap hang doi
ngay luc con nhd. Cac em cam trai va sinh hoat
ngoai tr&i dwdi nhivng diéu kién va phwong phap
khéng thua cac em trai. Cac em hoc ky nang nhw
nhau va tham chi do6i khi con vwot trdi cac ban
nam cta minh khi thi dua qua cac tré choi lon.
Céac em ni¥ cling phai tuan gil va séng Loi Hira,
Luat HD nhw bao em nam khac. Sy khac biét duy
nhét la cac em thudc phai ni¥, trong chwong trinh
clia Ho6i N&r HD thay vi H6i Nam HD. L& do, da
xem nhw thua kém va khéng x&rng dang trong
phong trao Hwéng Dao Viét Nam.

Vai vi du dién hinh cho s viéc "khinh n&”: Tai
sao cac em gai it dwoc co hoi that, dwng cdng trai
khi cac em da hoc that nat tlr nhé bén canh cac
ban nam? Tai sao cac budi I1& cho Pang hiéu
Hoang Kim lai thiéu phan long trong nhw Déng



equally and with respect. Girl Scouts currently
make up almost half of every Lién Doan. Although
it is widely understood in our culture to remain
silent about such issues, it is not okay for our girls
to grow up in an environment where they are
treated unequally and taught to feel...and
be...inferior. We cannot continue to encourage
the inequities within Scouts. If your leaders

won't listen, do not give up. Say it until you are
heard. It is not okay for our girls to grow up in an
environment that nurtures the notion that they are
not equally important as boys. We raise them
with on how to be a good scout and a good
citizien, there was never a differentiation of
gender so why create one?

In closing, | cannot present an issue without
offering possible solutions:

1. Be mindful of your side comments and
attitude towards the Girl Scout

program. These young girls are impressionable
and can hear your negative comments, and what
they hear is the program they are so proud of, the
one that they have spent their whole lifetime in, is
second-rate. If the program they belong to is
considered second-rate, how do the not think they
themselves are second-rate?

2. Speak up leaders! Many female leaders have
confided in me that their voice was being ignored
in their own Lien Doan or that they don't want to
cause a stir so they don't speak up. It's about time
we do. It's our duty to help give the girls a voice. If
you see or experience injustice towards the girls,
it's our job to loudly speak up. If your voice won't
be heard, then hundreds of our voices together
cannot be ignored. Your silence leaves an
impression with the girls just as much as if you
step forward and speak your mind. Don't be
afraid—we are in this together.

2. Support your Girl Scout Program! The Girl
Scout program at our Lien Doan cannot be as
strong as it is today without the support and help
from all our predecessors and male leaders. Be a
willing leader in teaching and guide the girls just
as you would do the boys. Be the quiet support
so your Girl Scout leaders can gain the
confidence they need. Helping strengthening the
Girl Scout program will strengthen Huong Dao
Viet Nam as a whole. Two strong programs will
expand the scout movement twice as far.
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hiéu Bai Bang? Phai chang la cac em nr khéng
that nat gidi hay chat bang cac em nam! Hay la
Déng hiéu Hoang Kim chang 1a gi khi so sanh voi
Déng hiéu Dai Bang!

Trong mét chwong trinh dwoc coi la gia dinh, tai
sao cac em gai phai chirng minh tai cia minh méi
duwoc ton trong nhw cac em trai? Néu chwong
trinh Nam HD |a phwong cach Huwdng Bao dung
nhét thi tai sao can chi hai chwong trinh riéng
biét? Lién Doan can chi cé phai cé thém N HD?

Téi da thdo luan van dé nay véi cac chi Lién
DPoan Pho dac trach bén N cia nhiéu Lién Doan
trwde khi viét bai viét nay. Kinh nghiém ctia ho
ciing gibng nhw t6i: "Pung rdi, cai thoi ‘trong nam
khinh ni¥’ xay ra rat nhiéu trong doan cla ching
t6i”. Day la luc chung ta, cac trwdng ni, phai lén
tiéng noi, tranh du cho sw binh déng va t6n trong
cho cac em nir. Cac doan ni hién chiém gan
phan ntra ctia mdi Lién Doan hai ngoai. Cac em
phéi duwoc day d, hwéng dan dé I1én 1én, trudng
thanh trong méi trwéng ma sy bat cdng, khong
binh dang phai dwoc dep bé. Cac em, nam hay
ni¥, phai manh dan I&n tiéng phan dbi khi thay sw
sai trai khong binh dang xay ra. Cac em hay hop
strc dé tiéng néi clia cac em vang xa va hiéu qua.
Riéng cac trwdng, chang phai chung ta ludn chi
day cac em cac diéu luat HD, chung ta cé thay
diéu luat nao phan biét nam véi nir khéng?
Chung ta gitp cac em tré nén con nguwdi manh
dan, tw tin va nguwoi hivru ich cho gia dinh, xa hoi
va dat nwéc. Cac em dang trong chd chung ta hd
tro, tiép strc, cling nhw 14 tiéng néi phan anh thuc
tai cho cac em.

Dé két thuc, tdi khong thé trinh bay mot van dé
ma khéng dwa ra vai bién phap:

1. Xin chi y dén nhirng cau néi va thai do vé
chwong trinh cia Nir HD. Cac trwdng la nhirng
nguwdi cac em kinh né va nhirng 16i néi, tuy vo vy,
ciing anh hwéng it nhiéu cho cac em va gay ra
mot &n twong khong tét. Nhirng 16 ché bai hay
chi trich khéng dung, chi dé cac em thay réng
chwong trinh ma cac em rat tw hao, da I&n lén
theo, khéng duoc ton trong trong phong trao. Néu
chwong trinh ma cac em la mét phén tor duwoc
xem 13 khéng dang ké, thi lam thé nao dé cac em
khong nghi rang chinh minh ciing thua kém?

2. Cac trwéng nén lén tiéng noi! Nhiéu trudng
nlr da tdm sw v&i téi rang tieng ndi cltia ho da bj



3. Include Girl Scouts more in the planning of
the big camps. For TT11, | would like more
considerations made for the girls and the
organization they represent. If a Merit Day is
planned for the boys, then the same consideration
should be made for the girls. It's time they are
completely included in the family they are proud
to be in. They should be able to lift their heads
high and be recognized for being the fierce,
strong, and capable young people they are.

Ngay Quéc Té Phu N (8 thang 3, 2015)
Lé Ngoc Lién Chau
Suw T Gon Gang
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gat qua trong Lién Doan nén ho khéng lén tiéng
nira, hodc ho khéng mubn gay ra mét sy khuay
dong. Néu khong bay gio thi bao gio? Day la
nhiém vu clia ching ta dé giup cho cac em co
mot giong néi. Néu ban thay hoac trai nghiém sy
bat cong ddi v&i cac em gai, ban cé trach nhiém
phai l&n tiéng. Néu giong ndi ctia ban khéng duwoc
l&ng nghe, hang tram tiéng néi ctia chung ta hop
v&i nhau sé khé bd qua. Sw im 13ng sé lam mét di
Iong tin clia cac em. Bng s, ching ta cung
budec.

3. Hay cung nhau hé tr¢ chwong trinh Nir HD!
Chuwong trinh cho ni tai Lién Doan cla téi dang
tham gia sé khéng dwgc manh mé nhw hém nay
néu khong co sy hd tro' va gilp d& cha nhirng
dan anh di trwde. Giup tang cwdng chwong trinh
cho ni¥ cling nhw giup tang cwdng Hwéng Dao
Viét Nam. Hai chwong trinh manh mé sé mé réng
phong trao virng buwéc cang xa.

4. Chu Y dén cac em niv nhiéu hon khi lap ké
hoach cua cac trai I&n. Riéng véi trai Thang
Tién 11, tdi hy vong cac em ni HD sé& dwoc chu
trong hon trong ké hoach va chwong trinh. Néu
mot ngay lam chuyén hiéu cho cac em Thiéu
nam, thi mot ngay sinh hoat twong dwong cling
can thyc hién cho cac em Thiéu N&. D& dén luc
cac em chinh thirc dwoc lam mot phén ttr trong
gia dinh Hwdng Dao that sy.

International Women’s Day (Mar. 8, 2015)
Lé Ngoc Lién Chau
Suw T&r Gon Gang



